PSYCHOLOGY 12 - Course Outline

Mrs. Stead
Website: janestead.weebly.com 

 Email: jstead@summer.com
Human beings are fascinated by each other. Think about how much time we spend watching (and trying to understand) other people’s behaviour. We watch people on TV, in the movies, on social media and in our daily lives. Look at how popular  “Reality” T.V. has become. We are curious about how people will act and what they will do. Psychologists are interested in behaviour as well as the mental processes, thoughts, ideas and understandings behind them. Psychologists ask questions such as: 

Why do people act certain ways? How are fears created? Does my brain control me, or do I control my brain? How much of a person’s behaviour is determined by genetics and how much is determined by environment? Why do we dream? Is there really ESP?

In psychology 12 we will examine the theories of various psychologists past and present. We will study the biology that determines our behaviour and the ways in which we learn. Below of the topics we hope to cover during the course: 

Introduction to Psychology

· What is psychology? Why study psychology? 

· The history of psychology

· Potential careers in psychology

Biological Basis for Behaviour

· The nervous system

· Brain anatomy 

· The endocrine system

Learning and Cognitive Processes

· How we learn

· Classical conditioning

· Operant conditioning

· Observational learning

· Memory

· Acquiring and storing information

· Retrieving information

Sense and Perception

· The five senses

· Sleep/dreams

· Drugs

· Altered states of consciousness

Personality and Development

· Birth order

· Id, ego, superego

· Famous psychologists

· Myers-Briggs, personality “tests”

· Ethics/morality

Motivation and Emotion

· Maslow’s Hierarchy

· Conflict resolution

· Social psychology

Stress and Coping

· Grief

· Defense mechanisms

· The Stockholm syndrome

· Negative coping styles

Abnormal Psychology

· Personality disorders

· Neuroses

· Psychoses

· DMS IV

Course Evaluation

Tests and Quizzes







45%

Written Assignments & Projects





45%

Students will be expected to complete a variety of assignments ranging in length and difficulty. 

Subjective








10%

This may include in class cooperation and participation, participation in group work and  the completion of minor in class and homework assignments.  

Behaviour/Effort Marks:  Consist of Excellent, Good, Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory and are based on a variety of criteria including classroom behaviour, punctuality and attendance, preparedness, positive and cooperative attitude
Late work – students are expected to hand assignments in on time or make alternative arrangements with Mrs. Stead for extensions. An incomplete (‘I’) will be issued as a mark until assignments are handed in. Students will develop a plan with Mrs. Stead for getting incomplete work completed. Parents will be notified if the plan is not followed. 

Retests – students are able to re-test unit tests providing evidence of further review is provided.  Re-tests will be conducted at a time set by Mrs. Stead.
